
Kit 2: Assessment

Learning Module – Introduction 
to Gender-Based Violence 
in Emergencies Assessments





This learning module aims to build knowledge about  
gender-based violence (GBV) assessments in emergency 
settings. It focuses on rapid assessments used to inform 
delivery of UNICEF’s Minimum Gender-Based Violence in 
Emergencies (GBViE) Response Package.

Learning 
objectives

At the end of this module, participants will be able to:

1. Describe the purpose, types, phases and steps in GBViE assessments.

2. Identify how to collect information about GBV in emergencies.

3. Select appropriate tools for data collection in rapid GBViE assessments.

Time 1 hour 30 minutes

Participant 
handouts

 ► Handout 1: Overview of Assessments

 ► Handout 2: Assessment Phases and Steps

 ► Handout 3: Summary of GBV Assessment Phases, Steps and Tasks

 ► Handout 4: Overview of Assessment Tools

 ► Handout 5: Assessment Case Study

Learning Module – 
Introduction to Gender-Based 
Violence in Emergencies  
Assessments
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Note to  
facilitator

This introductory module contains information 
about GBV assessments in emergency settings. 
It can be delivered:

1. As a stand-alone training session to build 
knowledge amongst UNICEF and partner 
staff about GBViE assessments (for example, 
as part of preparedness planning);

2. In conjunction with other training 
modules that are part of the UNICEF GBViE 
Programme Resource Pack to build knowl-
edge and familiarity with UNICEF’s GBViE 
programming, including the Minimum 
GBViE Response Package and tools for 
implementing it; or

3. As an introductory session in a GBViE 
assessment planning workshop with 
UNICEF and partner staff. If you are using 
the module for this purpose, you will need 
to substitute the case study in Handout 5: 
Assessment Case Study with details of 
the context you plan to assess.

Facilitators must have in-depth knowledge about 
GBV assessments, as well as about UNICEF’s 
approach and practice in the field. You will need to 
use examples from your own experience to illus-
trate GBV assessments in practice to participants. 
You are also encouraged to engage participants 
as much as possible during the training, drawing 
on their knowledge, experience and expertise. 

As this training is linked with UNICEF’s GBViE 
Programme Resource Pack, you need to be 
familiar with the Resource Pack contents – 
particularly with Kit 2: Assessment and Kit 
M: Minimum GBViE Response Package. You 
will need to have copies of the Rapid GBViE 
Assessment Tools from the Assessment Tools 
Booklet in Kit 2: Assessment for participants to 
use during the case study. 

You should also read the Case Studies Booklet 
in Kit 1: Getting Started. It contains informa-
tion about GBV and UNICEF’s programming 
response in a variety of different emergency 
contexts. As well as being familiar with the  
case studies yourself, you are encouraged to 
use some or all of the case studies when you 
deliver this training. For example, case studies 
can be used:

 • To illustrate examples of different types of GBV 
occurring in emergency settings and different 
programmatic responses.

 • As the basis for individual or small group train-
ing exercises during the day. To do this, you 
will need to provide participants with copies 
of one or more case studies, along with a set 
of relevant questions related to an aspect of 
session objectives and content, to enable  

participants to explore and discuss real life 
examples on a particular topic.

 • As independent reading before the training 
session, or as ‘homework’ if you are facilitating 
a multi-day training. To do this, you will need 
to provide participants with information about 
what you would like them to consider as they 
read the material. This could include a set of 
questions on assessment-related aspects of 
the case studies.

Audience

The audience for this training includes UNICEF 
country office staff and partner staff involved in 
planning and carrying out GBViE assessments.

To prepare to facilitate this module

Before delivering this training, you will need to 
review the content and adapt it as necessary 
to your purpose and audience. For example, as 
noted above, if you are using this module as an 
introduction to an assessment planning with 
partners, you will need to prepare information 
on the context for participants to use in planning. 
You may also wish to schedule more time to de-
velop an assessment work plan and schedule. 

If you are planning for a comprehensive GBV 
assessment rather than a rapid assessment, 
substitute the overview of rapid assessment 
tools with an overview of comprehensive 
assessment tools.

Ice-breakers and energizers

Ice-breakers are used when a group first meets 
in order to help members get to know each other. 
Energizers are used in meetings when people 
know each other, but you want to reinvigorate 
them and connect them as a group. Facilitators 
are responsible for monitoring energy levels 
throughout the training and using energizers as 
appropriate. 

Feel free to use your own ice-breakers and 
energizers; however, there are some suggested 
activities in the Introduction to Gender-Based 
Violence in Emergencies Learning Module that 
you might like to use. Of course, consider the 
nature of the group when choosing activities –  
for example, activities that involve physical 
contact may not be appropriate for some groups 
and settings.
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Session Plan

Welcome and introduction (15 minutes)

Welcome and 
introductory 
activity 

(5 minutes)

 ► Show slides 1–3 

1. Welcome all participants and provide information about the objectives.

2. Facilitate a short introductory activity to get participants engaged and ready.

What do we 
assess? 

Discussion in 
threes

(10 minutes)

1. Ask participants to form groups of three to discuss what kind of information about GBV it would  
be helpful to gather in the early response phase of an emergency. If participants are from the 
same context and will be involved in undertaking a rapid GBViE assessment, have the groups of 
three discuss what information it would be helpful to gather about GBV in their particular context. 
Allow 5 minutes. 

2. Facilitate a brief large group discussion eliciting feedback from participants about what informa-
tion they think it would be helpful to have about the GBV situation.

3. Explain that collecting information on GBV in an emergency enables humanitarian actors to:

 • Advocate for duty bearers to take action to stop the violence from continuing;

 • Advocate within the humanitarian system for funding and action across humanitarian  
assistance for life-saving GBV response; and

 • Design, implement and monitor effective GBV prevention, mitigation and response programmes.

Overview of GBViE Assessments (30 minutes)

Overview 
of GBViE 
assessments

Presentation

(30 minutes)

 ► Refer participants to: 

 ► Handout 1:  Overview of Assessments

 ► Show slides 4–11 

1. Deliver a presentation on GBViE assessments, covering the following points:

 • What are assessments? In humanitarian settings, assessments are the key tool for under-
standing the context – including the nature, scope and impact of a crisis – and for planning 
appropriate humanitarian action to save lives, protect rights, and help communities cope 
and recover. GBV assessments involve collecting and examining the right amount of relevant 
information to facilitate appropriate action that strengthens care and support for survivors and 
prevents further acts of GBV.  

 • How do we collect the information, and who does it? Gathering data and producing informa-
tion about the GBV situation in humanitarian settings is done through:

Multi-sector joint assessments. These are inter-agency assessments designed to  
identify humanitarian priorities during the first weeks following an emergency or a change in 
circumstances. The Multi-Cluster/Sector Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA), for example, is the 
humanitarian country team’s first response to an emergency. Multi-sector assessments are 
usually led by generalists or by specialists in the relevant technical areas. For example, a rapid 
education assessment that includes GBV-related questions is led by an education expert.

Child Protection, GBV and gender specialists must ensure that multi-sector assessments 
include relevant and appropriate questions on gender- and age-based determinants of 
vulnerability, including girls’ and women’s mobility, perceptions of safety, and access to 
information and resources.

Sectoral (sector-specific) assessments (rapid or comprehensive). These are led by  
non-GBV actors (such as Health, Education or Child Protection personnel), and they aim to 
provide detailed information for the design of sectoral response programmes or interventions. 
Some, such as the Child Protection Rapid Assessment tools, address aspects of GBV.
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Overview 
of GBViE 
assessments

(continued)

Presentation

UNICEF Child Protection, GBV and gender focal points have an important role in collabo-
rating with other sectors, both internally and at an inter-agency level, to advocate for and 
support the appropriate integration of GBV considerations into other sectoral assessments. 
Wherever possible, they should also use the findings from other assessments, rather than 
unnecessarily collecting information that already exists.

Wherever possible, GBV and Child Protection specialists should support other sectors – 
both internally and at an inter-agency level – to incorporate GBV considerations into their 
assessments and to use the findings to mitigate GBV risks, in line with the IASC GBV  
Guidelines. Equally importantly, GBV actors must make use of data and findings generated 
from multi-sector and sectoral assessments. For example, if a Child Protection assessment 
has identified GBV-related information in a camp or community, there may be sufficient 
information to proceed with GBV response activities without immediately collecting more 
information.

GBV assessments (rapid or comprehensive). Led by GBV specialists, these aim to collect 
information on the GBV situation specifically to inform GBV prevention, risk mitigation and 
response activities. UNICEF launches these assessments in situations where there is a lack 
of adequate existing information for planning and delivering GBV interventions, and where 
there are no inter-agency, joint or other GBV assessments planned.

Prior to launching an assessment, UNICEF and other GBV actors should always first review existing 
data collected during multi-sector or sectoral assessments to ascertain what information is already 
available on affected communities and their circumstances, needs and capacities. 

Rapid and comprehensive GBV assessments consist of information gathering and analysis exercises 
that are focused solely on the GBV situation in a specific emergency setting. They are carried out by 
GBV actors, including UNICEF and partners, to identify and prioritize needs and gaps in GBV preven-
tion and response, as well as to support the design, monitoring and evaluation of GBV interventions.

 • The objectives, scope and timing of assessments depend on the phase of emergency 
response; the information needs of humanitarian actors; and the availability of referral services 
for survivors.

 • A rapid GBV assessment aims to collect and analyse basic information about the GBV situation 
to inform UNICEF’s and partners’ immediate humanitarian response, in line with the Minimum 
GBViE Response Package. This minimum package contains essential humanitarian action  
to put coordinated life-saving response to GBV (beginning with sexual violence as the initial 
priority) in place and to mitigate GBV risks immediately following an emergency. 

In a situation where there is no existing information on the GBV situation, a rapid assessment 
might evaluate what types of GBV are occurring. Rapid assessments can also be used to 
explore a specific problem, such as sexual exploitation and abuse of adolescent girls, if 
appropriate.

During the acute phase of an emergency, rapid assessments are used to gather information 
about the immediate needs of affected girls and women, as well as safety risks and solutions 
for protecting girls and women from GBV. UNICEF may conduct a rapid GBV assessment 
with partners in the days and weeks following a sudden-onset emergency, where there 
is inadequate existing information, and no inter-agency or sub-cluster assessments are 
planned. They may also be conducted in protracted or complex contexts where the security 
or humanitarian situation changes significantly, and no inter-agency or sub-cluster assess-
ments are planned.

Rapid assessments reflect a ‘snapshot’ in time, and the findings need to be acted on as 
quickly as possible.

See the IASC  
GBV Guidelines
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Overview 
of GBViE 
assessments

(continued)

Presentation

 • A comprehensive GBV assessment aims to collect and analyse relevant, detailed informa-
tion about multiple aspects of the GBV situation before or after an emergency, in order to 
inform programme design, monitoring and evaluation. Given UNICEF’s role and mandate in 
supporting the State and building national systems and capacity, comprehensive assess-
ments emphasize the collection and analysis of information related to national and community 
systems, paying attention to the legal and regulatory environment and to national systems for 
addressing GBV.  
 
Comprehensive assessments can focus on one or more forms of GBV. For example, a compre-
hensive assessment could focus on different forms of sexual and intimate partner violence, or 
it could just focus on child marriage. Typically, a comprehensive assessment that focuses on 
only one form of GBV will be conducted when one or more previous GBV assessments have 
identified a specific issue as particularly problematic, and further information is needed to 
learn more about the problem and adequately address it.

 ► Refer participants to:

 ► Handout 2:   Assessment Phases and Steps

 ► Handout 3:  Summary of GBV Assessment Phases, Steps and Tasks

 ► Show slides 12–13 

2. Overview assessment phases, steps and tasks.

 ► Refer participants to:

 ► Handout 4:   Overview of Assessment Tools

 ► Hand out copies of Rapid Assessment Tools.

3. Review the data collection methods and key tools for rapid GBViE assessments, including the 
checklist for good practice.

Assessments in practice (30 minutes)

Assessments in 
practice

Case study 

(30 minutes)

 ► Refer participants to:

 ► Handout 5:   Assessment Case Study

1. Put participants into small groups, and give the groups 20 minutes to read and discuss the case  
study and answer the questions. If you are delivering this training in preparation for conducting a  
GBV assessment, do not use the case study; instead, provide a summary of the current situation and 
ask participants to answer the questions in the case study based on the context you will be assessing. 

2. Return to the large group and discuss the groups’ responses for 10 minutes. If this session is 
part of an assessment planning workshop, use this discussion to define an aim and objective 
for the assessment.
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Closing (15 minutes)

Questions and 
conclusion

(15 minutes)

1. Ask participants if they have any questions.

 ► Show slides 14–15

2. Conclude by reviewing what was covered during the session, and highlight the following 
important points to end:

 • A lack of concrete data should never be taken to mean that GBV is a minor problem in emer-
gency settings. The absence of solid statistics is, rather, an indication of the difficulties in 
gathering information about the prevalence and nature of sexual violence and other forms 
of GBV under such circumstances.

 • There can be a vast gap between the number of women and girls who report sexual violence, 
and the number who have been raped but are unable or choose not to seek help. Even where 
medical care is available, many women do not seek out treatment out of fear of retribution by 
their husbands or families. As a result of these multiple factors, doctors, nurses, counselors and 
police officers will see only a small fraction of the cases of GBV in an emergency.

 • Asking about GBV can be dangerous in some contexts – especially when it is being perpetrated 
by armed actors or others in positions of power, or when there are high levels of stigma 
attached to GBV. Asking about GBV can also be traumatizing for those who have experienced or 
witnessed it. Very careful consideration must be given to the potential risks posed to communi-
ties and to staff before an assessment is launched, and these should be revisited throughout the 
process. If there is a risk of harm, alternative methods for collecting information must be found.

 • It is essential to follow good practice guidance pertaining to ethics, safety and a survivor- 
centred approach in all assessments. This includes making sure there are referral options and 
protocols in place for those who disclose violence during assessments.

 • GBV assessments in emergencies should collect the right amount of relevant information on 
the GBV situation to facilitate action to prevent, mitigate and respond to GBV. The objectives, 
scope and timing of each assessment will depend on the phase of emergency response and 
on information needs of humanitarian actors. 

 • Remember: 

You do not need prevalence data to act.

Do not collect prevalence data in emergencies.

Only collect information you will use.

Always check to make sure the information does not already exist. 

Coordinate with others.

Always consider ethical and safety implications when collecting and disseminating 
assessment information.
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Kit 2: Assessment – Introduction to Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Assessments

Handout 1

Overview of Assessments

Type of 
Assessment

When
Assessment 
Leader

Methods

Multi-cluster, 
sectoral or other 
assessments

 •  Immediately following 
a sudden-onset emer-
gency to determine 
scale of emergency and 
humanitarian needs

 •  During protracted 
situations when there is a 
change in the humanitar-
ian situation

Generalist or 
specialist from 
any sector 
engaged in the 
response

 •  GBV-related questions 
integrated into focus 
group discussions and 
key informant interviews

 •  Observation

Rapid GBV 
Assessment 

 •  Immediately following 
a sudden-onset emer-
gency (1–3 weeks)

 •  During protracted 
situations when there 
is a change in context or 
humanitarian situation, 
and there is need for new 
information to inform 
response

GBV specialist 
(may be from 
UNICEF, sister 
UN agency, 
INGO, LNGO 
or government 
agency)

 •  Review of existing 
information

 •  Key informant interviews 
with women, community 
leaders, service providers, 
etc.

 •  Focus group discussions 
with community members

 • Service mapping

 •  Risk and safety mapping

 • Observation

Comprehensive 
GBV Assessment 

 •  Before an emergency to 
gather detailed informa-
tion on the GBV situation 
in emergency-prone 
regions to support pre-
paredness planning

 •  During response and 
recovery to inform 
comprehensive GBV 
programme planning, 
monitoring and evaluation

GBV specialist 
(may be from 
UNICEF, sister 
UN agency, 
INGO, LNGO 
or government 
agency)

 •  Extensive review of 
existing information

 •  Key informant interviews 
with women and older 
adolescents, community 
leaders, service providers, 
etc.

 •  Focus group discussions 
with community members 
of different ages; service 
providers; etc.

 •  Service mapping and 
capacity audits

 • Risk and safety mapping
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Kit 2: Assessment – Introduction to Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Assessments

Handout 2

Assessment Phases and Steps
Assessment phases

All assessments follow three phases, each with defined tasks: 

Phase 1 
Preparation

Phase 2
Data collection  

and analysis

Phase 3 
Application

The preparation phase 
involves laying the ground-
work for the assessment 
by reviewing all existing 
relevant information on GBV; 
engaging stakeholders; 
clearly defining the objec-
tives, scope and method-
ology for the assessment; 
and planning resources, 
timeframe and logistics.

The data collection and 
analysis phase (also known 
as the fieldwork phase) 
involves training the assess-
ment team; collecting new 
information; and collating 
primary and secondary 
data to gather information 
on GBV perpetration and 
victimization, as well as risks 
and resources required to 
support preventative and 
responsive action.

The application phase 
involves using the assess-
ment findings to improve 
the situation for survivors 
of GBV and to reduce the 
risk of further violence by 
determining programming 
priorities, disseminating 
findings and advocating to 
influence the work of others.
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Assessment steps

The flowchart below shows the five steps of GBV assessments. The first column shows the process for 
GBV specialists to safely integrate questions about GBV into multi-cluster and sectoral assessments, while 
the second column shows the steps to follow in UNICEF-led rapid or comprehensive GBV assessments.

Step 3: Provide technical guidance  
to assessment design

Ensure appropriate methods, tools and 
questions for non-specialists  

and ensure good practice.

Step 3: Design assessment

 Agree on tools, methodologies, 
operational issues, data collection  

and analysis systems.

Step 5: Support application of findings

Provide guidance for advocacy  
and action.

Step 5: Apply findings

Analyse and share findings; use to 
advocate and mobilize immediate 

response to GBV; and identify information 
gaps and needs.

Flowchart for including GBV 
considerations in multi-cluster, 

sectoral and other assessments

Flowchart for rapid or 
comprehensive GBV  

assessments

Step 2: Input into scope of assessment

Provide information about the GBV 
situation and input into scope.

Step 2: Coordinate

Engage partners, including Government, 
international and national agencies.

Step 4: Support data collection  
and analysis

Contribute resources to  
the fieldwork.

Step 4: Collect and analyse data

Train data collectors and oversee 
collection and analysis. Identify key 

findings and oversee reporting.

Step 1: Coordinate

Engage with other clusters,  
sectors and actors.

Step 1: Define aims, objectives  
and scope of assessment

Review existing information, identify gaps, 
assess partner capacity, and determine 

scope of assessment and timeline.

Page 2 of 2



H
an

do
ut

 3
: S

um
m

ar
y 

of
 G

BV
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t P
ha

se
s,

 S
te

ps
 a

nd
 T

  as
ks

Kit 2: Assessment – Introduction to Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Assessments

Handout 3

Summary of GBV Assessment 
Phases, Steps and T  asks

Phase 1: Preparation

Before launching  
an assessment

Ensure the following criteria for launching a UNICEF-led GBV assess-
ment are satisfied before proceeding:

There is inadequate existing information on the GBV situation;

Other GBV actors have been consulted; and

There is no other inter-agency or sub-cluster GBV assessment  
planned or underway.

Step 1: 
Define aims, 
objectives and scope 
of assessment

Review existing relevant information on the GBV and humanitarian 
situation.

Develop a clear aim and specific objectives.

Identify the target areas and populations.

Step 2: 
Coordinate with 
stakeholders

Communicate with other GBV, Child Protection and Protection actors 
about the assessment.

Identify relevant stakeholders for the assessment.

For comprehensive assessments, convene an advisory group.

Step 3: 
Design the 
assessment

Define the information required to meet each objective, and develop a 
data collection and analysis plan. 

Determine how assessment findings will be reported.

Select and adapt data collection tools. 

Plan human resource needs. 

Set out an assessment timeline with logistics needs. 

Put in place a communications and security plan.

Review ethics and safety. 

Review level of community participation. 

Prepare the site. 

Agree on team composition to ensure the teams have GBV trained 
staff and are appropriate (factoring age, sex, ethnicity, religion, etc.) to 
the community.

Assess GBV referral systems that are in place, and ensure actors are 
aware of potential referrals due to the assessment.

Phase 2: Data collection and analysis

Step 4:  
Collect and  
analyse data

Train data collectors on GBV, ethics and safety, participation, adminis-
tering tools, roles and responsibilities, and procedures for responding 
to disclosure of GBV. 

Conduct primary data collection according to plan.
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Kit 2: Assessment – Introduction to Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Assessments

Step 4 
(continued)

For rapid assessments, brief and debrief data collectors each day.

Conduct preliminary analysis of new data and prepare a summary of 
key findings. 

Review ethics and safety considerations from findings, and assess any 
potential backlash on participants, communities or staff.

Validate findings from the assessment.

Elaborate findings with detailed analysis, and document key trends 
and conclusions.

Produce a report and other information products for relevant 
audiences.

Phase 3: Application

Step 5:  
Apply findings

Use rapid assessment findings to:

Advocate with donors and mobilize resources to ensure a minimum 
package of services is in place to meet immediate needs of survivors 
and reduce identified risks of GBV.

Advocate with other clusters, sectors and actors on relevant actions 
required by them to prevent and respond to GBV.

Identify issues for further investigation, and assess the need and plan 
for a comprehensive GBV assessment.

Prioritize and guide country office programming action.

Use comprehensive assessment findings to: 

Design a GBV emergency preparedness plan with national actors.

Advocate with donors and mobilize resources.

Design the country office’s ongoing GBV prevention, mitigation and 
response programme.

Advocate with other clusters, sectors and actors on relevant actions 
required by them to prevent and respond to GBV.
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Kit 2: Assessment – Introduction to Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Assessments

Handout 4

Overview of Rapid GBViE 
Assessment Tools

Tool Purpose

Tool 1:  
Good Practice 
Checklist 

To assist UNICEF and partner staff in undertaking rapid GBV assessments in line 
with good practice principles.

Tool 2:  
GBV Service 
Mapping Tool

To map availability of existing GBV response services and document information 
about them. This tool will help UNICEF and partners to:

 • Identify which services are currently available for adult and child survivors of 
GBV in a geographical area;

 • Identify key service gaps; and

 • Develop a directory of services and begin the process of developing inter-agency 
referral protocols.   

Tool 3:  
GBV Service 
Capacity and 
Quality Audit 
Tool

To assess the capacity and quality of health, psychosocial and safety services for 
GBV survivors. This tool will help UNICEF and partners to:

 • Learn about types of GBV being reported to service providers; and

 • Identify gaps in survivor-centred clinical management, crisis care and 
immediate safety services for sexual violence survivors and those at risk.

Tool 4:  
Barriers to 
Care Analysis 
and Planning 
Tool

To help identify and address barriers faced by different groups in the community in 
accessing GBV services. This tool will help UNICEF and partners to:

 • Learn from the community about barriers to service; and 

 • Identify solutions to these barriers.

Tool 5:  
WASH and 
Dignity Kit 
Sample 
Focus Group 
Discussion 
Guide

To assess the needs and preferences of adolescent girls and women to guide 
procurement of Family Hygiene and Dignity Kits. This tool will help UNICEF and 
partners to:

 • Learn about menstrual hygiene management practices and preferences; and

 • Identify appropriate gender-sensitive non-food items (NFIs) to increase dignity 
and safety for adolescent girls and women.

Tool 6:  
GBV Risk 
and Safety 
Focus Group 
Discussion 
Guide 

To use semi-structured, in-depth discussions with different groups of females and 
other community members to learn about GBV risks and responses. This tool will 
help UNICEF and partners to learn more about:

 • Perceptions of GBV risk and safety solutions in the community;

 • Types of GBV community members are concerned about; and 

 • Community responses to sexual violence.
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Tool Purpose

Tool 7:  
GBV Risk and 
Safety Key 
Informant 
Interviews

To collect information from different community members, camp management 
actors and local authorities about service-related GBV risks in the setting. This 
provides UNICEF and partners with an opportunity to learn about:

 • Different perceptions of girls’ and women’s risk and safety in the community;

 • Danger zones in the setting;

 • Existing strategies for improving safety; and

 • Specific risks associated with basic services such as shelter, food, water and 
security.

Tool 8: 
Participatory 
Safety 
Mapping 
Exercise

To learn from different groups of girls and women about:

 • Their key safety concerns in the community;

 • Locations where they feel safe and unsafe, and threats that contribute to this; and

 • Strategies for improving their safety and protection.

Tool 9: 
Participatory 
Safety Walk 
Guide

To enable adolescent girls and women to identify and articulate safety concerns 
and problems they face in particular geographical areas and in accessing 
services. Where safe and appropriate to do so, this tool empowers them to 
communicate directly with service providers and other duty bearers regarding 
their safety needs and to engage in joint problem-solving and decision-making 
regarding safety and protection.

Tool 10:  
GBV Risk 
and Safety 
Observation 
Guide

To assist in the collection and recording of observations related to girls’ and 
women’s safety and security in a camp or community in order to help build an 
understanding of the GBV situation. The tool may be used in one of two ways:

 • To triangulate information generated through other rapid assessment activities 
– for example, to complement information collected in focus group discussions 
and key informant interviews; or 

 • As the main information collection method in insecure environments, where 
asking community members questions about the GBV situation might put them 
at risk – for example, in settings where there is a military presence within a 
camp or community. 

Tool 11:
Community 
Safety 
Planning Guide

To bring community stakeholders together to analyse gaps in safety and 
accountability identified through the rapid assessment process, and to strategize 
how to make changes to enhance the safety of girls and women and develop 
safety action plans. This tool helps to:  

 • Mobilize affected communities to improve girls’ and women’s safety and 
protection from GBV;

 • Strengthen the capacities of rights holders to make their claims;

 • Strengthen the capacities of duty bearers to meet their obligations toward the 
protection of emergency-affected populations; and

 • Promote girls’ and women’s voices, visibility and agency in humanitarian relief 
planning and management.
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Handout 5

Assessment Case Study
Due to a decade-long civil war, over 365,000 people are internally displaced, mostly living in over-crowded 
makeshift camps and shelters in and around the capital city. People in the shelters are completely 
dependent on humanitarian assistance.

Humanitarian assistance and presence remain limited outside of the capital because of ongoing fighting 
and insecurity. Women in border areas continue to be raped and abducted by fighting forces. 

There is evidence that women and girls have been subjected to widespread sexual violence perpetrated 
by all parties to the conflict, whether they remained in their communities or fled as internally displaced 
people and refugees. Whilst exact figures of violence perpetrated against women and girls who remained 
in the country are not known, it is well-known that sexual violence has been, and in some parts of the 
country continues to be, a feature of the conflict. 

Intimate partner violence was widespread prior to the conflict, yet remains a hidden form of violence due 
to social and cultural beliefs and social norms. 
 
Questions:

 • What are the assessment aim and objective?

 • How will you collect the information? What tools will you use?

 • Who will you involve in the assessment?

 • How will you apply the guiding principles of ethics and safety, participation,  
and a survivor-centred approach?
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